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more particular and eſpecial manner, that of the Manufaure of. 


Wooll in England,which, among{t Many, is the Richeſt Treaſyre 
in his Majeſties Dominions, the flower, ftrength,and finews of 
this Nation; a Band uniting the People into Societies for their 


own Utility : It is the Milk and Honey to the Grazier and Coun- _ 


try Farmer; the Gold and Spices of the Ealtand Weſt Indzes;to 
the Merchant, and Citizens ; the. continued ſupply of Bread to 
the Poor; and, in a word,the Exchequer of Wealth, and Staple 
of ProteQtion to the whole, both abroad and at home; and there- 
fore of full merit to be liad in perpetual remembrance, defence, 


and encouragement, for the moſt advantageous Improvements | 


thereof, 

The Wool of England( before it was manufaQured within it 
ſelf ) was always of great account and eſteem abroad ſufficiently 
teſtified unto, by the great amity-which it begat, and for many 
hundred years ( unviolably ) maintained, between the_ Kings of 
England, and Dukes of Burgundy, only from the great benefi 
that ( from that Commodity ) did accrew to that People : inſo- 
much, that the Engliſh Wools,they received at 64.per Pound,they 
returned again ( through their Induſtrious ManufaQture thereof ) 
in Cloath at 10 s. per Yard, to the great inriching of that State, 
both in the advancement of the Revenues of their Soveraign, and 
in a full employment ( thereby) continued among the People ; 
whereby the Merchants of this Nation were occaſioned, ( as a 
People unwilling to be wholly IS of ſo preat a bene- 
fit ) to tranſport themſelves ( with their Families , in great num- 
bers ) into Flanders; from whence they held a conſtant Com- 
merce with moſt parts of the World. This continued without In- 
termiſſion, between England and Burgundy, until King Edward 
the 34. made his mighty Conqueſt over France and Scotland, and 
-2S aſutable improvement of fo great a mercy, did wiſely projet, 

and alſo accompliſh, the manufaRure of Wools within the Bowels 


of this *Kingdoem, to- the great inriching of his own People, and 
alſo to. the peopling of his new Conquered Dommicne.- The 


memory .of whoſe wiſdome and care for his People , is wor- 


thy to be had in Remembrance by Exgliſh Men, unto the Worlds 
end, 


' The ſaid King having thus ſetled the manufaRure of Wools with-' 
IE , im. 


' 


in the Kingdotne of England, confined it by a penal State} which 
C at firſt ) reached not only ro Goods, Charrels, and Lands, but 
alſo ro Members, and Life it ſelf; bur, in .a thorr time, repeal» 
ed the two latter thereof, continuing the other in its full force to 
remain to future Generations: Which exceeding great advan- 
rage tothe propriety of the Engliſh Trade, bath now continued 
this Three Hundred years, by the vigilancy of the Kingdoms 
Monarchs, and the proteQtion of its Laws, in the continued care- 
ful execution thereof upon Offenders, with more than a little di- 
ligence, to provide againſt the thirſting deſires of Foreiners to 
wreſt this Nations Priviledge ( of ſo great a moment ) out of 
Engliſh hands ; which by the providence of God ( through the 
care of our Anceſtors ) een ( for many Apes )enjoyed by 
the Nation, as it is indeed its proper right. Bur ſo it is,that (for 
ſome years paſt ) the diligence of Foreiners to enrich rhemfelyes 
upon us, has ſo much exceeded our care to preſerve our ſelves, 
that it's now come to , if not beyond, a queſtion, Who have 
the \ $a benefir of rhe manufaQture of Engliſh Wools, They 
be ave no Right unto it, or, They to whom of Right it doth 
Thar this 4s indeed ſo, will appear, by conſidering that not 
only Holland, Flanders, and Zealand have long ſucked the ſweet - 
nieſs'of the Sinews of 'our Trade% but France is likewiſe learning 
x6 be -£66 hard for us, as is manifeſt by the great quantities, of 
Wools that { of late years) have been Tranſported from England 
and Trelandthither. How injurious it muſt be to us is alſo unque- 
Kionable,if we conſider the conſequence thereof,which was(with= 
ouvqueſtion ) much in the eye of our Anceſtors, as appears by 
what-is above hinted&-in Edward the 34s. time,and in ſeveral Kitigs 
Reigns ſince. _ #1 | 
| very Pack'of Wool ſent to Frazce, doth prevent us ( not on- 
ly ) of the benefit of the manufaQure thereof, - but of two Packs 
more beſides it felf, viz, Thus, It being Combing, and-Combed 
Wooll (- for the moſ part ) exported thither, The French ( having 
no Woels of their own, but ſuch asare very coarſe ) arenor able 
to make Cloth, or fine Stuffs, withour the conjunRion of ours 
therewithal;' there being none ( re my beſt information ) in all 
the World fir for that purpoſe ( but ours only ) except in North- 
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-more particiifar and eſpecial manner, that of the ManufaQure of 
| Woollin England bich. among{t Many, is the RicheR Treaſure 


in his Majeſties Dominjons, 'the flower, ftirengrh,and finews of 
this Nation; a Band uniting the People into Societies for their 


own Utility : Ir is the Milk and Honey to the Grazier and Coun- }_ 


try Farmer; the Gold and Spices of the Eaſband Weſt Indies;to 
the Merchant, and Citizens ; the. continued ſupply of Bread to 
the Poor 3- and, in a word,the Exchequer of Wealth, and Staple 
of ProteQion to the whole, both abroad and at home; and there- 
fore of full merit to be liad ia perpetual remembrance, defence, 


and encouragement, for the moſt advantageous Improvements . 


thereof; 

The Wool of England( before it was manufactured within it 
ſelf ) was always of great account and eſteem abroad ſufficiently 
teſtified unto, by the great amity-which it begat, and for many 
hundred years ( unviolably ) maintained, between the_ Kings of 
England, and Dukes of Burgundy, only from the great benefic 
that ( from thar Commodity ) did accrew to that People: info-: 
much, that the Engliſh ——_ received at 64.per Pound,they 
returned again ( through their Induſtrious Manufature thereof 
in Cloath at 10 s. per Yard, to the great mriehing of that State, 
both in the advancement of the Revenues of their Soveraign, and 


in 2 full employment ( thereby.) continued among the People , 


whereby-the Merchants of this Nation were occaſioned, ( as a 
People unwilling to be wholly Gs prey; ne of ſo great a bene- 
fit ) to tranſport themſelves ( with their Families , in great num- 
bers) into. Flanders, from whence they held a conſtant Com- 
merce with moſt parts of the World. This continued without In- 


termiſſion, between England and Burgundy, until King Edward: 


the-34. made his mighty Conqueſt over France and Scotland; and 


-2$ alutable improvement of fo great a mercy, did wiſely projeR, '. 


and alſo accompliſh, the manufature of Wools within the Bowels 


of rhis*Kingdem, 'to- the great inriching of his own People, and / 
alſo r0-the peopling of his new Conquered Dommicne.- The 
memory .of whoſe wiſdome and care for his People , is wor-, 


dy to be had in Remembrance by Exyliſh Men, unto the Worlds 
end, | 


. The ſaid King baving thus ſetled the manufacture of Wools with-' 


in the Kingdotne of Erglend, confined it by a penal State; which 
C at firſt reached not only ro Goods, Charrels, and Lands, but 
alſo ro Members, and Life it ſelf ; bur, in a ſhorr time, repeal» 
ed the two latter thereof, continuing the other in its full force ro 
remain to future Generations: Which exceeding great advan- 
rage tothe propriety of the” Engliſh Trade, bath now continued 
this Three Hundred years, by the vigilancy of the Kingdoms 
Monarchs, and the proteCtion of its Laws, in the continued care- 
ful execution thereof upon Offenders, with more than a little di- 
ligence, to provide againſt the thirſting deſires of Foreiners to 
wreſt this Nations Priviledge ( of ſo- great a moment ) our of 
Engliſh hands ; which by the providence.of God ( through the 
care of our Anceſtors ) een ( for many Apes ) enjoyed by 
the Nation, as it is indeed its proper right. Bur ſo it is,that (ior 
ſome years paſt ) the diligence of Foreiners to enrich rhemfelyes 
upon us, as ſo much exceeded'our care to preſerve our ſelves, 
that it's now come to , if not beyond, a queſtion, Who haye 
the' us benefit of the manufaQture of Engliſh Wools, They 
_ ave no Right unto it, or, They to whom of Right it doth' 
Thar this is indeed 'ſo, will-appear, by conſidering that not 
only Holand, Flander?, arid Zealand have long ſucked the ſweet - 
fee of rheSinew$ of our Trade*; but France is likewiſe learni 
£6 be -t66 hard for ns, a5 is manifeſt by the 'great quatiiries 6 
Wools ,that { of late years) have been Tranſported from England 
and Ty#and thither. How injurious it muſt be tous is alſo ynque- 
Kibnable,if we confidet the conſequence thereof,which wag(with= 
| 1on-) much in tle eye- of our Anceſtors, as appears 
whats above hinted in Edward the 34s. time,andin ſeveral Kings 
Reigns ſince. 2h y 
Erery Pack'of Wool ſent to Frazce, doth prevent us( not on- 
ly Jofthe benefit of the manufaQture thereof, - but of twoPacks 
more belides it felf,'viz. Thus, It being Combing, and-Combed' 
Wooll ( for the moſ part ) exported thither, The French ( having 
wo Wool; of their own, but ſuch asare very coarſe ) arenor able 
to make Cloth, or fine Stuffs, withour. the conjunRion of ours 
rcherewithal;' there being none (ro my beſt formation ) inall 


the World fir-for that purpoſe ( but ours only Yexcept in North- 


Holland, and that a ſmall quantity of fine Worſted Wool, all 0- 
ther being, likewiſe coarſe, but Spaniſh Wool , and that much too 
tine, eſpecially for worſted Stuffs, and not in any wiſe fit for 
Combing ; ſo that without Engl;ſh or Iriſh Woels, there can be 
no quantity of fine worſted Stuffs, nor a middle fort - of Cloth 
made in the whole World. Neither will any Wools be all mixt to- 
gether, , but Engliſh and Spaniſh ( for Cloth only ), becauſe the 
Spaniſh is with the Englifh of one nature , being formerly Eng- 
liſh Sheep, though now much finer for the alteration of the Cli- 
mate, and the nature of the” Land whereon it is fed, as by good 
Experience appeareth here in England,both near and at a-further 
diſtance, 

Wherefore the Exportation of Engliſh Wools into Fravee,muſt 
of necelfity be greatly prejudicial to this Nation not only in the 
quantity ſent over, bur alſo in the advantage which is thereby gi- 
ven to them to manufature a double portion of their. Wool, 
Aeeups ( formerly ) was little worth Y into ſuch commodities as 
poils us of the advantages of our proper. Trades, not only-thither, 
but alſo into other parts, v47, in theſe three ReſpeRs, 

Firſt, The Combed of the Engl:ſh Weoll makes Wooff for the 
Warps of the French Wool ( or.rather of the Turkey Sheep ) and 
ſo takes up ( it may be ) as much as the quantity aboye ſpecified, 
to every Pack of Englifh Wooll; without which, they can{ only ) 
with their Wool, make Ruggs, and-at the beſt, Cloth for Sex-men, 
and the like. | / | FEY 

_ 2dly, Their Combings or Pinnions, vs, the ſhort Woell that's 
combed our of the Worſited,ſerves for their Linnea warp to make 
ſame of their Druggets, becauſe their Linnen being fine tpun, and 
coloured,is not diſcernable toall, gerſons,ro be that we call Lanſie= 
Wolfe. ; 01 aid 41.51 

Ys The fineſt ſhort Englifh Wool is mixed with the loweſt 
of Spaniſh Wool , called ſhort, Wool, for fome of; their beſt 
Druggets, that is wove upon worſed Chanies ; - and alfo for 
a middle fort of Broad-cloth abour 10 5, or 12 5. per Yard. This 
is the cauſe, I judge, that ſhort Spaniſh Wool is ſo farce here in 
Enpland. 

Now-f we conſider theſe things together, the dammage of ex- 
porting of one Pack from England to France at about 10. " 
12. 


TY 


121, Sterlifig, preventing the manuſauting of two Packs more 
in England, which would be worth 1007. Englands loſs ( inthe 
whole ) by the/exportation of one Pack of Wool! can be little leſs 
than 60!, It being generally combing-Wool(as before hinted )tbar 
is exported to France,which makes Worſted, Stuffs,and Srockins : 
and beſides the advantage given them ( as above aſſerted ) by one 
Pack of rough Wool , it's obvious to all ManutfaQturers, that a 
Pack of Worited ( or Cumbed ) Woell, worth 201, at 12 ſcore 
to the Pack, which is 20 4. per Pound, and to make it more eaſfie 
to every ordinary capacity ; that in Stockins ( to ſpeak within 
compaſs ) & Pound of fine Wool would make at leaſt two. pair of 
Hoſe,worth 5-5, a pair,that is 10is.per Pound of Wool, or reckon 
thus, to ordinary. Hoſe, three pair to a- Pound of Wool! at 3s. 4 d. 
per pair,, come to the ſame ſum, and 12 ſcore Pound ot Wool! 
making a.Pack, ſo many pence for.the.Pound of Wooll, fo many 
Pounds For the Pack, and a Pack of Wool! making 480 pair of 
Hoſe : which 12> ſcore Angels, being caſt up, is 123 4. without any 
reſpe& given to the advantage given them in rough Wool, as be- 
fore aſſerted. » +: - | 

This, an. inſtance for all, moreover, In #'s firſt exportation,, 
conſidering the Cuſtome when it- is imported ; the produdt of all 
thefe- Charges angmenting the- 2004, when ſold there, laid out 
in another Commodity beyond Sea ,- the Cuſtom thereof being 
paid thereg. with Frait. and Cuſtom (when imported ) in Fng- 
land, it's much' if it do not. more than double the firſt princt- 

l. p = ® 

Now if fo begthat the exportation of one Pack of Engliſh Wool, 
Exported'at 201, or 324, be neer 2001, danmage to the King and 
Kingdom in general, by the conſequence; What will be the loſs of 
exporting 10. 0r 15. Thouſand Packs into Fraxce, befides many 
to other parts ( in two years time) is eaſily accounted ( by ſuch ). 
as are concerned in theſe Aﬀairs ; and although this Evil is almoit. 
incredible ro many, yet it is too manifeſt, to ſuch as have made it 
Cromanng Jieir buſineſs ro enquire into it 3- and not only fo, 
bur, theſe_turther Inconveryencies muſt ( by, this means!) ariſe, 


UPON Us. | 
| A3 Fir, 
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* Firſt, The ſpoyling of our Trade with France in all our Wol- 
len manufafture, as doth already appear by the Impoſt put upon 
the ſame there, from 20 to 4® per cent, fincethe grear quantity 
of our Wools is exported thither, whereunto woful experience may 
be a ſufficient witneſs. , 

And ſecondly, In time it will capacitate the- French as well 
as the Dutch, ( if not much better ) to under-ſell our Eng- 
liſh Merchants' in Forreign Parts, nay ( poſlibly ) in our own 
Country, To this, I ſhall only mention the words of a Merchant 
in - Flanders, by Letters ts another here, treating of this matter 
thus : We Engliſh have our Throats cut, with our own Weapons ; 
wondering at the ſtupidity of the Engliſh here, that" they fhould 0- 
mit, ro poſſeſs the King*s Majeſty with this deplorable and daniger- 
ous Caſe, in reſpett to the preſent and future Inconviniences there - 
of. By reaſon whereof, as in time the French willnot only pre- 
vent our Engliſh manufaRures to be ſold. in 'Fyance, but 'alſo 
bring theirs into England, and ſell-them' for foartimes the-value 
here, to the great Inriching of themſelves, and the Impoveriſhing 
the Engliſh,only by new fantaſtick Fopperies; for which the Eng - 
uſ pay not leſs than ſome Hundred Thouſands ina Year, to get 
theraſelves into the French Mode.. "or 

So much indeed, have we-been deceived: ( in this matter ) to- 
our ſhame, as well as ro: ofr. apparent toſs; that, yvhereas in timT 
of the Late War with the Datrch and French, thoſe-Frevch Drug-' 
vets were thereby much prevented, many -Ezgl;ſh Striped broad: 
Cloths rent through into three parts ( about 105, per yard, 
price) being pur into the form of French Draggets, were ſold in 
each part at $ 5. I yard, and'fo inthe whole cameto x1, 4s. 
yard : So likewiſe it is certainly'rrue, that many of-thoſe Drug. 

ets made in England, do go for Frenth,and in orderthereumo, 
Firedted to French Men in- ſome of our Southery parts (* from 
thence been conveighed into London, and there'ſold for' French 
Goods ) to have coloured the- buſineſs with rhe Cuſtom-houſe 
Officers, to ſavei the Cuſtom} of ' French Druggets ; And: this 
ht. have continued long, - before the Cheat had been diſcove. 
__ but being once found out by the Clothier ( who could nor 
(ro his own private advantage ) conceal ſuch an apparent injury 
to his Country ) it was ſoon prevented ; This I had an _—_ 
Mmenta 
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mental knowledg of, fot the Merchant beſpoke the ſame Goods of 
me. When I underſtood his end, I did refuſe to make the ſaid 
Druggets that he deſired me to make z whereby we-may come to 
fee ( with clearneſs ) the advantage that that people makes upon 
our Engliſh fancies, by over-ſelling us in the ſame kind of Com- 
modities that they make out of our Engl:ſh Wools, joyned ( as 
grown on wh their own, having alſo an advantage there- 
unto, by the cheapneſs of the ManufaRors thereof, beyond what 
we can do; the French being very populous, and living harder 
than wecan in England, as is evident by their Linnens, that, pay- 
ing Frait and Cuſtom, *with profit to the Merchant, yet can be 
afforded cheaper than can be made in England, 

Bur ſo it is, that the advantage we give them, beſides in the 
mixtures of our Wools with theirs, is ſuch, thar, whereas their 
Wool of it ſelf is not worth 4 1. per Pack ; being mixed with ours, 
becomes fo fit for Worſted Stuffs, as that it comes to be worth 
no leſs than 124. per Pack, . Sothar,all theſe things conſidered, ir 
becomes obvious to every Eye, (that doth not ( wilfully ) cloſe 
it ſelf )that the exportation of Wools from England and Ireland is 
of a dangerous and deſtructive Nature to the very being of the 
Trade of this Kingdom. What ever Obje&ions have been made- 
thereunto ( with refpe& ro the Graziers prefent advantage ) 
whoſe loſs may poſſibly be ſuppoſed ( by prohibiting exportati- 
on )to be abour 20 x. in every Pack of Wooll that is fo exported : 
In anſwer whereunto, I havethis toſay; That,though it may be 
rm it will be ſo for a time in this particular Commodity z yet 
uch will (thereby ) be the ſpoyl of the General Trade of the Na- 
rion, that what is gotren in one, will be loſt in every other Com-., 
modity,. as Corn, Beefs, ard Muttons ; on each of which with. 
the Wools, the Graziets and Farmers advantage doth much more 
than equally depend ; beſides the inevitable danger of the ruine of _ 
our Trade, and ſo conſequently, the ſtarving of our Poor,with- 
out ſome extraordinary means for their ſupport, who while the 
priviledge of our Trade is kept inviolate with other Nations ; 'we 
have pony lentifully ro expend for the advancement. gf the 
Farmers and the Graziers ; for that is that” which chiefly advan- 
ceth the Farmer and the Grazier, which is Fleſh and Corn,and not. 
the quantity of Wooll, as will afterwards more fylly appear, Fa” 


(8) 

And it bath always been-obſerved ( informer times hitherto, 
that when the Clothiers bave had the beſt Trade at Lender, the 
Farmer did ,not loſe his ſhare in the advantage:thereof in the 
Country ; according to- the. diſpoſe of Providence, Who bath 
ordered Nations, but, more eſpecially, the Pegple of | every Na- 
tion ( in matters-of this kind ), ro depend upon-each other, and ſo 
r0 riſe and fall rogether, as they are deligned,. either ro Mercy 
or to-Judgment, by-the band of God. ty 

Theſe things conlidered, with a little deliberation, i will ma- 
vifeſtly appear, thatthe exporting of our Englih:Woek, will not 
only prove the ſpoyl of our Merchants and Clothiers Trade,” and 
ſo conſequent!y expoſe the Poor to deſperate ſtraits for ſubſeftence, 
þut in ſhort time muſt of neceſlity make the Country mens em- 
ployment ( of every kind ) to come to little, and ſo- make them 
uncapable of paying Rent. Wh 

.For if it be ſo, that,while we have alittle Trade, we can hard- 
ly live one by another , :What may be expected, if qur Trade 
ſhould be, taken away ? Which is now in more danger. by the 
French, than it hath been this-300 years paſt, . And 'then we may 
conſider,what the price of Woe# may be in England, . when we by 


our remiſncſs have loſt our Trade, by the skill and EcUNyenng 


praQtices of Foreiners, and we helping forwards for a ſuppoſe 
rofit 3. For there was not more art and; skill in. our Anceſtors, ta 
being Jaws the work 'ac, firſt to the Well, and prohibitingabe. 
exportation thereof, and ſetling the manufaQuring-in England, 
than is now to export the Materials manuf:tured,- The neceſſa» 
ry conſequenee thereof, will be to bring the Price of Wool ( as it 
was 300 years agon, when moſt was exported ).to be. 6 4, a 
Pound, as appears in a little Piece, called; 'T he Golden Fleece, 
(written by F.S.Gent.) inthe Year,-- 56. Although the Cloth 
then made in Flanders of our Wool at 6 4; per Pound, was ſold 
here in Engl24 at 10 5. per Yard; when at. this day Cloth made 
iv England of Wool at 12 4. per Pound, will hardly yield 7 5. per 
Yard, which is aboye 30 per Cent., worls to the, Engliſh Trade 
now, than jt was tothe Flemmmss formerly. -:....:_ ... 

- And though for the preſent, Fhe Price of Woell be riſen. by its 
exportation, yet if the quantity lazely exported (being no leſs 
than 20 Thouland Packs ) had been Kept in England, the quarzity 

| if 
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ifnot Teri thouſind Packs more wotild in tirfie, have been expor- 
ted in the particular manufa@tures, Fort if che Wools was not ex- 
potte4 to thoſe places beyond the Seas, there to be manufactured, 
they muſt of neceſlicy have our Woollen manufacture, and then 
ould not havethoſe advantages (/as before hinted) by our Jools, 
to improve the Freveh Wool, ang ſhort 'Spaniſh Wool, and their 
fine-fpun Linnens. | 

By all which it is ſo obvious, that in time to come, the Woo# 
in England would be much cheaper, becauſe by the aforeſaid 
means, lefs Wool would be uſed mn England, and-beſides thar 
which would be nſed;' the-mariafaQture wonltbe fo low, that it 
could not bear up anyprice ( as is i, vntryon in Fraxce, and 
will ſaddenly follow here in Evgland) for i is generally reported, 
that Wool is as cheap in France at this Day; as it is in-ſome parts 
where it is uſed in England. And if it be ſo now, what/in reaſon.can 
be expected; a5 the effefts of theſe rwo things ? viz, The firſt, when 
che great quantity that is lately exported to France, 'with thoſe 
rhtee Additions' before hinted, -thar the: Twenty thouſand Packs 
helps to work out, and efpetially moſt makiig Worlted Stutfsy 
whielt goes as far by that means as forty Thouſand Packs of Woolt 
would ifufed in Enghend, becanſe it would be made more into-fub. 
Rantral Cloaths, hich conſums more/Wodl, : rhan thoſe light and 
thin Stuffs do ! which is 4 ſuſficiert Ariſwer to'that ObjeRion; that 
the great huaitity'of anyCotitriodity} that is exported; makes 
a ſcarcity, and {0 conſequently taile irs prite : rhe which Imuſt 
confeſs, if it was a conſumprive Commodity; but it is quicecontra- 
ry in this. For as 6nr experience is, when the #/ool was all u- 
ſed in England, ( or very little exported”) the Fool wis then ar 
18d. per Pound; and when all or the greateſt patt was exported; 
it was at 6 4. per Pound. | 

The wiſe Man ſaith, What is, bath been”; and, what bath beer, 
may be ago ; and ſo no new thing. : 3"; 

I ſhall make a ſhort Review of the Graziers and Farmers pre- 
ſentloſs :-In rhe greateſt Commodity, - which pays his Refit, as 
was formerly hinted. Suppoſe ( through want of Trade YMut- 
tan be ſold at & 4. per Quarter the leſs;' ( which is but little) be- 
ing 2 5. yn, and there being ſome Sheep that-100, will pro- 
duce 2 Pack oF (though fomeled ) that-comeyto 104, which 


is 
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is the worth of the Pack of Wool,  { and ſoproportionably asto 
the Beefs ) which is wholly loſt ro the Grazier.- 
And for the-Corn (as I ſuppoſe ) there may be abour 50 ls. 
worth, ( as far as I can judge in my- Travels, ro One Hundred 
Sheep throughout the Nation, which for want, of a Trade, it may 
not ( at ſome ſeaſons ) come to Thirty or; Forty at moſt, and if 2 
good Trade, it may be worth Sixry or Seventy, by which means, 
it mayeaſily be demonſtrated, how the Farmers come to be im- 
poveriſhed. 
For the advantage of the Tenant confifts in the advance of the 
greateſt Commodity that-payes his Rent, ; which is not in Wool, 
but in Corn, Mutton and Beefs, and it is a neceſlary.conſequence. 
That there being ſo many thouſand Families depending upon the 
Cloathing Trade ( as was before hinted) that was inſtrumental co 
advance the price of the Corn, &c, That where-ever Trade is, 
there People are-moft populous, and when thoſe perſons are de- 
prived of their Trade, depending wholly upon it, they muſt un- 
avoidably come to the. Pariſhes, which is in many-places begun 
already, -and Daily encreaſed and feared in time, will ſo increaſe, 
that the Poor: will: be 430%, way than there will be to con- 
tribute to them. Although it be a Degreſlion, yer ſaffer an in- 
Rance'of one Pariſh; that:-when there was. but. ſome obſtruction 
to their Trade, by the Late Sickneſs; and Dutch, War, the rate 
came for their Poor' t0 Eighe Hundred. Pound Sterling in one 
Year, and I have been credibly informed, the Land ro the ſaid 
Town, is not worth one Thouſand Pound per azum, and bapily 
one fifth part the dearer, becauſe of the Trade, as it is in all 
Cities, or Towns of Trade; than what can reaſonably be judged, 
when-the Trade from ſuch a Town is wholly loſt, as is already 
in ſorue parts in this Nation, ; =p 
To return to the Farmer, as being the emediate Perſon in this 
buſineſs, from hence -may be concluded, -that the Farmers Loſs 
for want of Trade, is fourfold greater then can be the advantage 
of the fale to the tranſporter of Woell, by { the exportation 
thereof unmanufactured, ). | 

.- I hall nowendeayour to give ſome particular account. how all 
are concerned ; And before I do this, give me leave to inſert the 

Obſervation of a worthy Author Sir Walter Rawleigh, who 


ſatth, 


C39 
faith; Trat, then which was in King James's Reign, \ about fore 
ſcore thouſand unareſt and undyed Cloaths yearly were Tranſperted: 
whereby it was evident, that the Kingdom hath been yearly de- 
prived of about four Hundred Thouſand Pounds, whick wm fifty five 
years is near 7 wenty Mulzons, that would have bees gained by the 
Labour of Peor Workzen in that time, which the Merchants gains for 
bringing in dying Stuffs, and returns of Cloaths dreſt and ayed, 
with oth:r benefits to the Realm, beſides exceeding enlarging of 
T reffick , and increaſe of Ships and Mariners. | 

T here would have been gained in that time, about three Milli- 
ns by increaſe of Cuftors upon Commodities returned for Cloaths 
dre v4 and dytd, and for dying Stuffs which would have been mare 
plentifully brought m and uſed for the ſame. 

There hath been alſo tranſported in that time yearly, by Bayes, 
Northern 4rd-Devonſhire Kerzyes White , about Fifty T hows - 
and Cloaths, countmg. three Kerzyes to a Cloath , whereby 
hath been loſt above Five Millions by thoſe ſorts of Cloaths, in that 
time which would have come ro Poor Workomen for their La- 
bour, with Cuſtoms for dying Stuffs, and the . Peoples profit for 
bringing then in with rethrns of other Commodities and Fraights 

for Shupping+ : ©. FT | | 

. © Bayes are Tranſperttd white into Amſterdam, and being, there 
dyed and dari ſt, are. ſhipped into Spain, Portugal, and other King - 
þ vary -where tbey are ſold in the name of Flemiſh Bayes, ſetting 
their-awn Town Seals.upon them ; ſo that we loſe the very name of 
our Home-bred Commodities, and other Countries get the Repu- 
ration aid Credit thereof. | Lamentable it is, that this Land ſhould 
be deprived of iſo many aboue-meptioned. e Millions, as that our 
Nateve Commodinies of .Cloath, ordained of : God for the natufal 
Sabjetts, being fo Royal and Rich in it ſelf, ſhould be driven to ſo 
ſniall atttiantape of Reputacien and Profit to your Majeſty and 
[People , ard ho much4mproved and intercepted by Strangers 3 con- 

fiadering that God. hath \enahled and. given your Majeſty power to 

advance dreſſing and dyin ;endrnſportin all your Cloatbs with- 

in a year or two : 1 7 -* it knowingly, to ſhew bow it may be done 

landilly;' lawfully; 'and approvedito be honourable, feaſeable, and 

profitable. _. 12% 1 | 

He obſerves alſa thi increaſeof his Majeſtics Cuſtoms by bring - 

cobet lr | B 2 —_— 
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ing in aud ſpending of dying Staffs, as alſo ſtrength in. Shipping and 
Geri fo rem go / Tf Poor on work alſo neting, 0, 
Low - Countries, where theſe Gloaths are dreft and dyed,they ſtrer 
them to ſuch unreaſonable. length, contrary to our Law, that they 
prevent #nd fore ſtale our Markets, and croſs the juſt prohibition of 
aur State and Realm, by their Agents,and Faitors, lying in divers 
places with onr own Cloaths, to rhe great decay of this Kingdome in 
general, and diſcredit to our Cloaths mn particular, A gainghe adds, 
that if the accounts were truly known, it would be found that they 
make not elear profit only by Cloth Tranſported rough, undreſt, 
and undyed , Sixty Thouſand Pounds a Tear , but it is moſt 
parent your Majeſty , tm your Cuſtoms , your Merchants jm 
their Sales and Prizes,., your Subjetts mn their Labonrs for lack of 
dreſſing and dying ; your __ and Mariners in nos bringing in of 
dying Stuffs, ſpending of Alam ( if not Copperas ) are bmdred 
po _ a pe of I : = that — is driven t0 that 
reat hinderance of your Majeſty ana Peopl:, by permuting your 
ative Commodities t paſs rough, undreſt and undyed. Thus Sir 
Walter Rawleigh. 

Now if it was thus with England fo long -, we when the Wooll 
was ſpun and made here into ſubſtantial Cloth ; and that for. 
want only of dreffing and dying, many Millions were loſt rothe 
King and Kingdoin : What then bath beentheloſs:by ſomany 
chouſand Packs of Wooll exported (without any improvement,) 
eſpecially that to Fraxce, the conſequence of which, 1s more 
judicial ( as hath been demonſtrated ) than can-be imagined ( ac- 
counting but one Hundred Pounds dammage by ove- Pack of 
Wooll, ) of which there are nas lefs-chan ten thoufand yearly, if 
not much more exported, by which there is dammage a Million 
of pounds fterling, yearly to this Kingdome, ( beſides the ſuffer. 
ing of the Poor for want of Imployment ) out of which his Ma- 
"eflies dammage cannot be leſs one Hundred thouſand Pound 
yearly : The le wg Shipping, and diſcouragemenr of Mari- 

. ners; the Walls of ris Kingdombereby deſerve alſo to be confi» 
dered. ; . 
Next then-to. his Majeſties loſs, is that of the Merchant and 
Cloathier ; after which muſt follow detriment to all other per- 
fons depending on Trade , - there being ſuch a 2 - 
rages 
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Trades one to another, and the whole of Trade being enlarged 
by the abounding of Laborious People. Thoſe ſupply the Far- 
mers and Graziers with money, for to ſupply the Gentry. They 
again ſcatter it amongſt the Tradeſmen, as may be witnefled by 
the building of the City of London, how Proviſion 2nd all Con- 
ſumptive goods are advanced by it : by which circulation. all de- 
grees are either imployed, enriched, or both , and hence na- 
naturally comes Content, Harmony,and Pleaſure,one in another ; 
the Poor being by Imployment delivered from fear of want, rhe 
Gentry, Merchant,and Tradeſmen,by the eſtabliſhment of Trade 
therein. This rationally is the rength of any People, Povemy 
and Idleneſs bring their Shame and Ryine, which would unavoid- 
ably follow want of Trade. And fo much the more where the 
greateſt Trade hath been ; if it fails, the greater Poverty is and 
will be, And to inſtance, as here, in Londor, the Trade in Pro- 
viſionis the more, ſo by Conſequence it muſt be dear, and fo belt 
for allz ſo of the other hand, if the City ſhould be forced to 
keep ſo many thouſands, when all their work is done, as is now tn 
the Building, it would be a great burden : fo the caſe is in Eng - 
land in this particular, where great Trade have been formerly 
kept, and drawn feveral Families thither, and have raiſed Com- 
modities there ;- but when ir fails, it is a miſerable Kate and con- 
dition thoſe places are in. Toreturnin ſhort there is ſuch Con- 
nextion and Dependancy one upon another in England, that if 
one fail, all the reſt more or leſs, either more near, or remotely 
are concerned , as in the natural body, when any Member fails, 
the whole ſaffers thereby ; and as all Trades and Degrees of men 
may ſuffer by one failing in Trades, and in none more probas - 
bly.  Iwill ay then this of Wooll,as Merchants, Articificers, Far- 
mers, Sea-men, Fiſher-men, being rhe people,which by their ſtudy 
and labour do prinecipaly, if not only bring in, or give occaſion 
rothe bringing in of Wealth to the Nation, and other kind of 
people See? Nobility, Gentry, Lawyers, Phyſicians, Schollars of 
all ſorts z Shop» keepers are they that receive from theſe, and di- 
{tribute it again, and all are conſequently concerned in this rich : 
Treaſure of Wooll, becauſe this being a ManufaRure at home, 
ſets more hands at work than half the Nation, 


B 3. 
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May I not with modeſty and within Compaſs, ſay-threeparts 
of Laborious and Induſtrious People ? Conſidering that moſt of 
the Shipping is imployed in this Afﬀair, and alfo ſo many Trades 
that depend immediately upon this of Cloathing, that moſt of 0- 
ther Trades are but for' Proviſion, either in Food or Convenien- 
cies for Cloathing-: and fo from his Majeſty to the meaneſt, all 
are more or leſs. concerned ; The King moſtly ; not only in thar 
his People are by that molt imployed and provided for, (nor in 
that ſuch a Staple Trade, the like whereunts the World hath nor 
maintained with ſo good Advantage 3 ) but becauſe fo great a 
Revenue comes direttly into him- upon the Trade, occafioned 
thereby : Thus as the King gains, or ſuffers moſt, ſo the perſons 
that have the greateſt Eſtates or Trades, and ſo all proportion- 
able to the Beggar. - And alſo conſidering that an accuſtomary 
thing begets ſuch an habit that is hard to reduce; as n our rough 
and undreſt Cloath to Holland, ſo it will be with all our Manu- 
faftures in Fraxce ; nay | am informed that the Frerch hath not 
only impoſed a great Tax upon our Woollen ManutaCtures, from 
twenty to fourty per cent, but have alſo ( as is affirmed, beſides 
that their Impolicion ) abſolutely prohibited our Cloaths coming 
there, ' Iam the more large in the Demonſtration of this affair, 
not only becauſe this hath coſt me many years labour and tudy 
to conſult all ſorts of concerned perſons,. befades mine own ex- 
perience about it ; nor becauſe it is ſo bard ro convince people. of 
the meaneſt capacity, but ſome of the wiſer ſort, how to cure this, 
diſmal malady : which-fome deſpairing of, have rather thoughts. 
of ſetting up ſome other Manufacture (in Lieu of endeavours to 
prevent. the exportation of Wooll and Manufacturing of that at 
home, looking thereon asathing not to be overcome,) as that, of 
Linnens in ſome capable parts of-Ezglard, and a better improve- 
ment in the produ& of Forreign Plantations, which may alſo. be 
ſer upon together herewith as an Addition , foas ſeveral ſorts of 
Perſons maybe ſer better on work,not capable of this employment, 
and yet no prejudice to this of Cloathing : For all other Coun- 
tries have the Advantage of England, or are equal to us in other 
ManufaRures proper to their Countries,but not in this of Cloath- 
ing : and it will be found that all Trades in En2land, wholly di- 
{in& from rhis of Cloarhing, bring not the tythe of Advantage 


that this doth, Since 
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Since men-cannot rationally believe the effeRts to be greater than 
the cauſe, the moſt of other ManufaQtures either is in being, 
or brought ro uſe, by the ManufaRares of Wooll ;- even from 
the Farmer tothe Merchant, all are concerned in this of. Wooll ; 
as may /hercafter more appear, ,, It now remains that we ſum 
up. Englands Loſs by the Exportation of our Wooll ro Forreign 
Parts; i not only .in the Advantage we might have by the Manu- 
fafturing thereof, here in England, as formerly noted ; bur alfo 
in the importing of Dutch Cloath, and more in French Manu- 
fatures , + becauſe England improves not, their own Wools ; 
and of the humour of  £nglsſh people, in putting ſuch a value 
upon French Fancies, when themſelves are in a better capaci- 
ty, if improved, to produce the like, .or better, and ſave the 
following Sums, 


x. One Million of Pounds Sterling yearly, in the Exportation 
of our Wooll, 


2.; Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds in Rough Cloath, which is 
but half what Sir Walter Rawleigh obſerves in his time, 


: 3. Many Thouſands of Pounds by the Importing of Dutch and 
French Woollen ManufaRuries. 


Andlaſtly, the evil conſequences thereof in looking our Ship- 
ping,which would be encouraged thereby,and are the ſtrength or 
" ls of our Kingdom, as more particularly doth appear here- 

er, 


Having now diſcovered the Dammage it is. to England, in the 
tranſportation of Wool! from the King to the meaneſt ; I ſhall 
endeavour alſo to diſcover the methods how. is is done 3 
before I ſhall preſcribe a Remedy ( for it is not enough rg know 
Diſtempers, eſpecially ſuch that are ſo Conſumptive, ) it is re- 
quilite ro know the Cauſe of theſe Diſtempers ;-or elſe the ſup- 
poſed Remedies will in time come to be a diſeaſe, as it is t00 
much in this caſe at this day in England : Where the Cauſes are 
miſtaken, the Remedies are conſequently miſapplyed, wu a 

ES Diſeaſe 
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diſeaſe in ſuppoſicion becomes. one in Fe," the methods! de 


ways of this evils are----Firft,in Rumny- Marſh in Kent, wh 
the greatelt part of rough Wool! Nw he Ek England => 
aboard French Sballops by night, feror twenry men well-Armed 
ro you it ; fome orherpartsrhere are, a5 in- Shfſex, Hampſhire, 
and Efex, the fame merhods may be uſed, but not ſoconveni- 
ently. The ſame for Combed Wooll fron Canterbury; they will 
carry it ten or fifteen miles at Night towards the Sea, with the 
like Guard as before , bnr for other parts it muſt be done partly 
by the Remiſnefs of the Officers of his - Majeſties Cuſtoms, and 
eaſte Compoſition for the Forfeirures of the Bonds, as more ſhall 
appear-anon, ; 


And then for Combed Wooll in other Parts, ſome is Shipped off 
from London for Bales of Drapery, nay ſome at Lime, and alſo 
at Exon, where there isten thouſand Pounds Sterling weeklylaid 
out in the woollen ManufaRtury, which- is molt for Worktzay 
Wages : I know no placeclearz and then another reaſon, why 
petfons are not dereRed, is, becauſe all the, Wools that have been 
taken in thoſe Patts, where moſt hath been exported, have been 
ſuffered to go off ar the ſame place after Judgments paſt, and by 
the Officers, tothe ſame Perſons at a low rate, being utider r&ed 
to thoſe very men that intended ro Ship it at firſt :' {6 that'the e- 
vilis never like to be avoyded that way ; only that which is taken, 
happily may be a little the dearer, to keep the Trade going ; for 
T haye enquired, and cannot underſtand, but -of two parcels 
of Wooll that have been ſeaſed on in Kent , that have beeh 
uſed in England, bur all ſent away, and ſo his Majelties.pro- 
vidence is cheated,,who, keeps Servants at great Wages to prevent 
fuch abuſes. 


And then another Cheat is under a pretence of Wooll from 
Hamptoa, to the Iſlands of Ferſey and Gernſey, and ſometimes 
from other Parts which is againtt rhe Lawz for there is no Wool! 
ro be exported to thoſe Mlands, but only from Hampror and that 
by Law ſhould be by weight : but now it goes by groſs; by the 


. Pack when ir ſhould be weighed, but T believe nor one Pack in 


Ten is weighed, for three Packs is put into one, Then from 
ES. SOOT IOND nf ©, Ireland, 


anSnmentarion t 
Io cheapas we in Ly goth 
lefneſs of the Officers,in not raking ſol 


in-theweight of Wooll,and true exan urns of their 
Cixtibexres,ant pirtly by fie Compoſitions i not before Bonds 


.Hete fee'what WW. 9. fajrh Now to. ſhew you more particularly 
the ſecabufes, how the Laws art croſſed and daily obffrulted to ſuch 
as:endeavorr to'ſerve their Country, by ſuch as onght to encourage 
the Perſecutors ;* ſure there will be very many prattiſes of evil cou- 
ſequent # diſeoveren?, for fie in the Cuſtom-Fonſe, where Bonds 
are-naken,#d the intenr that theſe prohibited Commodities paſs not by 
mens of Marines our if the Nation, but only from Port. to Port 
for "avcontdaritt of ſuch Parts as want fuck Commodities , they 
ew#'Very Remnſe and careleſs in taking of the Searmens diſcharge of 
rhror O>lis tory Conditions , where alſo it 3s uſual with the Sea- 
men ti'by\ng frandadent Certificates, and ſo to cheat the Kings Provi- 
denive; why keeps Servants at great wages purpoſely to prevent ſuch 
abuſes 0 if there be a ropes retwrts of cherr Bonds, yet there ts 
commonly a fraudulency in giving them, for the Maſters of Ships 
wiltafo\ continue their defigne, as he whois Maſter at giving the 
Bends, and is legally bound, ſhall immediately paſs bis Intereſt 
r6-another man, who taking charge of the Veſſel and Voyage; is 
norwittiſtanding. not engaged in the Poart Bond 3. and therefore, 
neither is he accountable for breach of their condition, - Again, 
 whenithie Port=Bonds are juſtly taken, and as juſtly returned; yet 10 

prevent the true-and real dre Fins of the Offender , and to diſhear- 
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2en the legal Proſecutor, ſome Friends. of the-O fendey will elay av 
Fu ermiation a jw him, purpoſely to binder and divers nr and 
| fre wile rhe Fro pctgien fall at bu pleaſure, nay, it hath 


_betn ſaid, and yerdluenture wei juſtly, thas ſuch preventing: In- 
for matiens ' have been antidated to the .over-throw of. the-xeal Tiifor + 


mation ; but wheh all iv gramed, and u full end formal eaving;and 
deeree' paſſed to the juſt -condemnatias of the Offender: Tur when 
judgment s and inquiries are granted, and do without Errours of the 
Clarks, ( which us not always, Yimpower #he Sberiffs and their Ba- 
tiff's 'ro ſee Execution thereof made., it js familiar with theſy Ofi- 
cer5'to retiirn aNon eſt inventus,” or a Mortous eſt, viz. Nor ro-be 
fdunt, or. dead, even then when the Offeriders ard the Officers bave 
been known to þave been drimking together, . at that very tune when 
the Writ ſhould have been executed, © 


. ef frer all this, one jtep farther will- ſhew bow Charity it ſelf a- 
baſerh Fiſtice , for let all the former Proceedings be granted, anil be 
candid, and clear, and that the Law be indeed juſtly and legally exe- 


euted, 'the Offender in cuſtody, and nothing remaining z, but that © 


he honeſtly dſckeree himſelf with money, ſeeing Bail will not be ad- 
mitted, nevertheleſs x; wy a lamentable Petition, aud urging a great 
charge of Children tothe Bench, the O ffender 1 uſually admittedvo 
compound for Ten in the Hundred, or leſs, when by his offence he 
hath gained a Hnndred for Ten, or more, and peradventure hath 
undone 4 bundred Families or more in ſo dong : Tet all this while 
the honeſt Proſecutor, the only man that appears for the goodof bis 
Country, who ought by the Law to have the full benefit and advan- 
rage of the Law yroms ir being enough that be Jpend bu time for 
the promotion of t publick, Wealth, after it bath coſt him ſeveral 
great ſums of money, and large expence of time,to bring the Offender 
to Tryal and Conviction, is diſmiſſed with little or no ſatisfation, 
wnleſs be be rewarded with the brana of an Informing Knave : Sure- 
ly they who made theſe Laws for the benefit of themſelves and their 
own Country, dd iend a more current and juſt paſſage tomards 
them, than thus ro be obſtrutted andbaffeled, Such abuſes as theſe 
7:84 Theodoſius ſay, 4s it 3s Recorded, that.a wiſe man did w_ 4 
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felf injuſtice by hazarding his Wiſdome and Eitate for the bene- 
fir of his Nation; Ard therefore ſome bave not ſpared ro nrge;thar 
Euſtom: and [mpoſt, anil Toles and T axes might be taken away 
from boneſt Taborious bazardotis Trad-s an4 Adventurers, and be 


Clyants, and ſuch malicious Clyants as abuſe the name of a juſt in. 
nocent Defendent. Nor is the Loſs in theſe by their Tranſportati- 
on a'l the injury, but when boneſt men well affeiied tothe good of 
their. Country,do d:tefi theſe Carerpellars of the Common-wealcli, 
who make ſo vai gain, as bath been denoted upan the materials (9 


carefully probibited, when they do endeavour by due conrſe of Law 


to make ſtoppage thereof, and to bave the Offenlets puniſhed + ſo 


many are the evafions, ſuch combinations and intereſt in the Ofi-" 


cers, who ought to puniſh the Offenders ; ſuch favour bave they in 


Courts of Juſtice, and deceptions in the Return of Writs, and in 
general ſuch affronts and diſcouragement s 4s the deareſt Lover of bis 


Country, or moſt intruſied in Trade, dares nit attempt to prevent 


that miſchief which bis eyes behold to fall upon bis Nation, or which - 


bis own perſon feels to pick bis:Pocket.. Thus far Mr, W. Smith. 
not to-mentzon the very ſame. things above aſſerted that I have met 
withall. 


From hence its-to be lamented, to ſee what the conſequence of 
thole _ are,. I did think to have propounded ſome things for - 


Remedy, bur time not permitting, muſt beg the Readers excuſe, 
only this by the way, tbat if there was never ſuch effeual ways 
propounded, 'yet if thoſe wayes and means was never made uſe 
of, it is but beating the Aire. For the Life of the Law lies in the 
raRick part; For if there was more care in this buſineſs when 
eſs Law, then hath been fince more, are extant 3 the Fault then 


cannot be for want of Law, but only'the want of Faithfulneſs ' 


in impartiality, in the Execution of thoſe Laws: And this in 
ſhort is the principal Cauſe of the continuance of this evil pra- 
Rice of Tranſportation of Wooll, and was very engenuouſly 
confeſt ro me by ſome of the Tranſporters of Wooll within _ 
ew 


upon | Hitigious Suits at Law, arid ſuch as make benefit of their 
corrupt breath, that is to ſay, upon ſuch Lawyers as abuſe their 
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